
Report to: Cabinet, 13th September 2016

Report of: Councillor Jabba Riaz, Cabinet Member for Clean, Green and Leisure 
Services

Subject: GHELUVELT PARK SONS OF REST BUILDING – KEY DECISION

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Cabinet note the progress made in replacing the existing Gheluvelt 
Park Sons of Rest building with a new building including public toilets, a 
community room and a refreshment kiosk;

1.2 That Cabinet delegate authority to award a contract for the works to the 
Deputy Director, Cleaner and Greener Service Delivery in consultation with 
the Cabinet Member for Clean, Green and Leisure Services; and

1.3 That Cabinet delegate authority to award a contract for refreshment sales 
from the proposed kiosk within the new building to the Deputy Director, 
Cleaner and Greener Service Delivery in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Clean, Green and Leisure Services.

2. Background

2.1 At its meeting on 28th July 2015, Cabinet approved a proposal to provide new toilets 
at Gheluvelt Park within a rebuilt Sons of Rest building, also replacing the existing 
community rooms and providing a refreshment kiosk.

2.2 Authority was delegated to the Corporate Director for Service Delivery, in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for a Clean, Green & Safe City, to finalise the 
scheme design and procure works necessary to implement the scheme. Cabinet also 
authorised funding of £200k from New Homes Bonus, and authorised the s151 
Officer to identify an additional source of funding from existing budgets to fund the 
scheme should the final cost exceed the allocated budget of £200k.

3. Progress 

3.1 Following extensive consultation with stakeholders a final design has been prepared 
and planning permission was granted at Planning Committee on 25th August 2016.

3.2 A detailed specification has been prepared to issue invitation to tender documents.

4. Further work

4.1 It is intended that the new building will open for Easter 2017 to coincide with the 
seasonal opening of the splash pad, with the successful contractor commencing 
works in November 2016.



4.2 The contractor will be required to provide method statements for the work that will 
include minimising disruption to park visitors and local residents with particular 
regard to access to Lavender Road.

4.3 Under the delegation at 1.3 of this report a contract will be awarded for the provision 
of food and beverages from the kiosk to commence when the new building opens. 
This will replace the current seasonal mobile catering concession and will be based 
on quality and price.

4.4 The community room will be available for hire under the Council’s standard 
arrangements as is currently the case with the existing building.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
The estimated cost of the proposed design is £250k. As detailed earlier in this report 
funding of £200k has been set aside from New Homes Bonus allocations, and the 
s151 Officer is authorised to identify additional funding as required from existing 
budgets. Additional funding of £50k will be found from the Council’s useable capital 
receipts reserve.

The proposed new building will reduce revenue costs for heating and lighting through 
using modern construction methods and materials and the small additional revenue 
costs can be covered using existing budgets.

An annual income will be realised through the kiosk and room hire. These will be at a 
market rate to be determined through a competitive bidding process.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
Planning Permission for the required work is required and was granted as detailed at 
paragraph 3.1 of this report. 

5.3 Risk Implications
Risk will be mitigated through delivery of the project using the Council’s standard 
project management arrangements.

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
The new building supports the Council’s objectives by enhancing the facilities in one 
of the City’s premier parks.

5.5 Equality Implications
Design of the new building ensures accessibility to all facilities for people with limited 
mobility. 

5.6 Human Resources Implications
Internal project management and stakeholder engagement is being delivered within 
existing staff resource.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
No significant implications are associated with the content of this report.  Demolition 
and construction work has been planned for winter to reduce the impact on the users 
of the park and especially the splash pad feature.  All works will be subject to 
standard contractual requirements with regard to health and safety.
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